CHAPTER IV
SIR GOOROODASS AS A TEACHER

It is perhaps not known to many that Sir
Gooroodass, while still a student preparing for the
M. A. examination, acted as a Junior Professor
of Mathematics in the Presidency College for a
short time. He had to teach Mathematics for
two hours daily and his pay was Rs. 150. The
celebrated poet Nabin Chandra Sen was one of
his pupils in the first year class. He used also to
be a teacher of English in addition to Mathematics,
and the book he read with his students was Byron's
"Prisoner of ChiUon."

After passing the M. A. examination in 1865,
he was appointed for a short time as a Professor
of Mathematics in the Presidency College. An
amusing incident is associated with his appoint-
ment, which may be related here. He was advised
by the Principal of the Presidency College to see
the then Director of Public Instruction about
this temporary vacancy. His habits had always
been simple, and he used to come to the college
dressed in a dhoti and a piece of red broad-cloth
(lal banat), which was the usual dress of respect-
able Hindu Brahmins of that age in the cold weather.
When he saw the Director, that gentleman from
his dress took him to be a Tol Pundit, and in order
io get rid of him at once, told him that there was